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Congressman Rush Opens
“Ten Weeks to Homeownership”
Workshops

First Congressional District Offices
of Illinois — U.S. Rep. Bobby L.
Rush sponsored the “10 Weeks to

Homeownership” workshops in conjunction
with the Rebirth of Englewood Commu-
nity Development Corporation, the First
Congressional District Housing Task Force,
With Ownership, Wealth (WOW) program
and the Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation at the First Congressional District of-
fices at 700 East 79th Street,
Chicago through October.
Homeownership workshops
will start again in January,
2004.

The April Homeownership
Conference targeted those per-
sons who currently pay rents
comparable to mortgages.
Those that qualified were
moved into the 10-week
homeownership course.

“Today’s mortgage rates
are at their lowest in over 40
years,” said Congressman
Bobby L. Rush. “As a result,
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today’s mortgage payments can be less than
what many southside residents currently
pay in rent,” Rush stated. “A $90,000
home is approximately $522.00 a month.
This is solid financial planning.”

Approximately 55 participants were
approved to purchase homes at the end
of the “Ten Weeks to Homeownership”
workshop, with $3.5 million in pre-ap-
proved mortgages.
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Congressman Rush congratulates the "10 Weeks to
Homeownership" graduates at the First Congressional
District of IL offices.

Dear Friend:
Home ownership is the economic foundation for

working men and women. This is how community
health and wealth is built. I am proud to have initi-
ated a program, in cooperation with the Rebirth of
Englewood Community Development Corporation
and the First Congressional District of Illinois Hous-
ing Task Force, designed to help residents of the
First Congressional District get the financial tools
and skills needed to purchase and maintain their
homes.

In the workshop, participants learned the home
buying process and met with HUD-certified credit
counselors. Based on credit information, the counse-
lors identified residents who could move into home
ownership over a ten-week period. Those individuals
were invited to participate in the “Ten Weeks To
Homeownership” course. This class of participants
“graduated” in July, 2003. 54 workshop participants
received pre-approved mortgages totaling over $3.5
million and became eligible to purchase homes.

The community response to the homeownership
program has been overwhelming. “The Ten Weeks To
Homeownership” programs will continue to be avail-
able throughout the First Congressional District. In-
formation on future workshops is available through
my offices and official website.

As a senior member of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee, my colleagues and I deliber-
ate on important issues, such as telecommunications,
health care, Medicare and Medicaid, energy policy,
and environmental issues, to name a few.

Earlier this year, I re-introduced the Melanie
Blocker-Stokes Postpartum Depression Research and
Care Act — H.R. 846 — to provide for research and
services for individuals with postpartum depression
and psychosis. In May, 2003, I introduced the Tele-
communications Ownership Diversification Act — H.R.
2044 — to provide for increased minority ownership
in the telecommunications industry. Both of these
bills await hearings in the Committee and both of these
bills need your support.

In the coming months, I will be meeting with the
newest residents of the First Congressional District
— citizens with homes and businesses in the south-
western suburbs surrounding Chicago — to gauge
the needs and concerns of your areas.

It has been my honor to represent and serve you
in the U.S. Congress for over ten years. Many of the
economic and social, and homeland security issues
the new millennium has brought with it — are still
with us today. Nevertheless, my commitment to work
with you to address these challenges remains solid.

Bobby L. Rush, M.C.



Congressman Bobby L. Rush

National Cable & Telecommunications Convention Annual
Supplier & Employment Diversity Program
“Leading the Digital Revolution”
Remarks Given by Congressman
Rush on June 10, 2003
McCormick Place—During my tenure

on the House Committee on Energy and

Commerce, I have wrestled with the is-

sue of how to get more minorities in-

cluded in the telecom industry. For

many reasons this has not always been a

simple proposition. However, I have con-

cluded that there are two crucial im-

pediments to minority participation: 1)

Access to Information and 2) Access to

Capital.

The common word that resonates

in the factors that I have enumerated

is ACCESS. Many minority business

owners do not succeed in the telecom

industry because many times they do

not have ACCESS to information re-

garding the WHO, WHAT and

WHEN of business deals that are tran-

spiring. Consequently, they miss out

on economic opportunities because

they do not belong to the “good old

boys network” Conversely, when they

U.S. Rep. Bobby L. Rush in Cooperation with the Postpartum
Depression Illinois Alliance, and the American Psychological
Association Push for Postpartum Depression Legislation

Northwestern Memorial Hospital — U.S. Rep. Bobby L.
Rush in cooperation with the Postpartum Depression Illinois
Alliance, and the American

Psychological Association held a news
conference to push for increased support
for H.R. 846, The Melanie Blocker-
Stokes Postpartum Depression
Research and Care Act.

The press conference was held to
increase awareness about the illness
affecting thousands of women in Illi-
nois annually and to highlight infor-
mation and services available to
women at the Postpartum Depression
Illinois Alliance. Women who have
suffered from the disorder were present
to describe their experiences.

Mrs. Carol Blocker, the mother of
Melanie Blocker-Stokes said, “ I never heard of Postpartum De-
pression ...only baby blues.”  When Melanie gave birth to her daugh-

ter the last thing I thought was that she would die.”  Mrs. Blocker
feels that her daughter is a "martyr" for the postpartum depression

cause, and she will do everything she
can to get this legislation passed.

Cong. Rush authored the bill, H.R.
846, which provides for research on and
services for individuals with postpartum
depression and psychosis. The bill was
named for Chicago-native, Mrs. Melanie
Blocker, who was a successful pharma-
ceutical sales manager and wife of Dr.
Sam Stokes. After the birth of their first
child — a daughter Sommer Skyy — on
February 23, 2001, Melanie began to suf-
fer from the mood disorder known as
postpartum psychosis. Despite a valiant
fight against the disorder, which included
being hospitalized a total of three times,

Melanie jumped to her death from a 12-story window ledge on June
11, 2001. Continued on page 4
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Continued on page 4

Congressman Rush addresses cable suppliers
at the National Cable and Telecommunications
Convention in Chicago.

Congressman Rush meets with Mrs. Carol Blocker
(left) and other supporters of H.R. 846, the Melanie
Blocker-Stokes Postpartum Research and Care Act.



Your Voice in Washington

IIT Scientists Move in Development for Biohazard Detectors
easily and more quickly identify, and protect against these kinds
of potential threats. These IIT scientists’ efforts are part of a crucial

strategy to help our country more easily and
more quickly identify these kinds of po-
tential threats.”

“Right now, these sensors are in the early
stages of development,” said IIT President
Lew Collens. “Our research team’s goal
is to make available as quickly as pos-
sible devices that would offer our mili-
tary and civilians flexibility, portability
and safety.”

The research, led by IIT’s Pritzker Insti-
tute of Biomedical Science and Engineer-
ing, could lead to devices that would be
readily adapted to civilian uses, for mass
screening for tuberculosis, HIV, and more
mundane infectious diseases, as well as rou-
tine diagnostics such as blood typing and
screening for genetic diseases and certain
cancers. Much of this research will be done

at IIT’s Biomedical Research and Development Complex, part of a state
and privately funded redevelopment project at South Federal and 35th
Streets.

Illinois Institute of Technology — Researchers at Illinois Institute
of Technology (IIT) and IIT partner, IITRI Life Sciences, are
moving ahead with development of two

prototype bioterrorism detectors, providing
powerful new tools for U.S. homeland secu-
rity and military counter-terrorism efforts.

The funding for this project, which U.S.
Rep. Rush secured, is funded by a recently
awarded $1 million federal grant from the
U.S. Office of Naval Research.  The grant,
which continues support for IIT’s  integrated
biodefense research initiative, provides the De-
partment of Defense (DoD) with technolo-
gies for rapid detection of, and response to,
airborne biological and chemical agents in the
battlefield and key urban environments.

In announcing the federal biodefense
grant, Congressman Rush called the new re-
search key to stronger homeland security and
the safety of U.S. troops all over the world.

“We live in dangerous times,” said Rush.
“The threat to human life by chemical and biological agents has
never been greater. The efforts of the IIT scientists are an inte-
gral part of a crucial strategy designed to help our country more
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Congressman Rush receives a demonstration
of a biohazard detector at IIT.

Rush Pushes for a New, Comprehensive Energy Policy.
The recent and massive, multi-state August blackout has put a lot

of pressure on Congress to produce an energy bill. The House and the
Senate have passed different versions of an energy bill, but Congress-
man Rush’s priorities in this energy bill will be:
• Full funding for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-

gram or “LIHEAP,” which provides vital economic assistance
to many low-income citizens.

• With electricity, to ensure that the impact on consumer
ratepayers is minimal. There has been much talk about the
need for utilities to acquire an adequate “rate of return” on
their investments and upgrade the grid. This should not be
code language or an excuse to simply raise retail electricity
rates on consumers. The purpose of the energy bill is to provide
consumers with cheaper —  not more expensive electricity.
Congressman Rush is confident that he can work with all of his

colleagues in the House and Senate to write a comprehensive piece of
legislation that addresses not only our nation’s energy needs, but Chicago’s
energy needs, as well. He hopes this conference will be an ongoing, open
process that seriously incorporates the concerns of House Democrats.

He looks forward to working with his counterparts in the U.S. Senate
on this important piece of legislation.

Washington, D.C. — U.S. Rep. Bobby L. Rush has been selected
by the Democratic Leadership on the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce to be one of only twelve members

(from the House) to negotiate a final energy bill between the House and
the Senate. This is the second year that Congressman Rush has been
appointed as a “conferee” from the Energy and Commerce Committee.

The U.S. Congress has been trying to pass a comprehensive en-
ergy bill for over a decade. Congressman Rush has served on the
House Energy and Commerce Committee — the key committee
that deals with energy issues — since 1994.

During his tenure on the Energy and Commerce Committee, he
has vigorously fought to ensure that everyday consumers — not the
energy companies — benefit from committee legislation.

During the horrific Chicago heatwave of July 1999, the city of
Chicago suffered a massive blackout that left more than 100,000
Chicagoans without power. As a result, Congressman Rush conducted
field hearings in the District to search for clues as to what went
wrong. Unfortunately, Congress didn’t follow the Congressman’s lead,
and eventually failed to pass comprehensive energy legislation over
these past 10 years — citing regional disagreements.

However, this year is going to be different.
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Sixty to 80% of women who have recently given birth experi-
ence symptoms of Postpartum Blues. Postpartum Depression, which
is more serious than Baby Blues, afflicts up to 20% of new mothers, with
symptoms such as despondency, tearfulness, intense feelings of inad-
equacy, guilt and fatigue. Postpartum psychosis, which is more extreme,
is found in less than 1% of all new mothers. It has symptoms such as
auditory hallucinations, hyperactivity and delusions.

The PPD IL Alliance includes professionals who specialize in treating
pregnancy and postpartum mood disorders and women who have
experienced, or who have had family members who have suffered post-
partum depression. May sees the launch of their telephone sup-
port line at 847-205-4455 and website at www.PPDIL.org . With
increased awareness, mothers can get help and support. The American
Psychological Association (APA) represents 150,000 members and affili-
ates, and works to advance psychology as a science, a profession, and a
means of promoting health and human welfare.

For a copy of H.R. 846 and original co-sponsors, go to the
following website: http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query and/or
full text of Congressman Rush’s Congressional Remarks, please
call 202-225-4372.

Postpartum Depression (continued from page 2)
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Military Academy Nominations
For students interested in applying to one of the service academies,

our office may be able to provide nominations to those who qualify.
These academies include:
• U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado
• U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, Connecticut
• U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, New York
• U.S. Military Academy in West Point, New York
• U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland

For more information on applying for a Congressional Nomi-
nation, please call my District office at 773-224-6500. Applica-
tion deadline is November 28, 2003.

District Office
700 E. 79th Street
Chicago, IL 60619
(773) 224-6500

(773) 224-9624–fax
Website: www.house.gov/rush

NCTA (continued from page 2)

do hear of an opportunity they generally miss out because they

lack ACCESS to the necessary capital. So as you can see it’s a

double edged sword.

That is why I have introduced H.R. 2044, the Telecom-

munications Ownership Diversification Act (with the com-

panion bill being introduced by Sen. John McCain). My

bill helps spur minority ownership in the telecommunications

industry in three ways: 1) it provides a tax deferral of up to 250

million in gains to the seller of a telecommunication business or

assets to economic and socially disadvantage businesses; 2) it

provides a 10% taxable income credit to any taxpayer that

invest in a telecommunications business; 3) Allows taxpayer to

exclude 50% of gain realized on any sale or exchange of stock

in a minority telecommunications company.

H.R. 2044, the Telecommunications Ownership Di-

versification Act, is the right step in solving the lag-

ging problem of capital. Addressing the capital prob-

lem will surely diversify ownership of telecommunications

facilities, which I truly believe is in the public interest.

Diversifying the ownership of telecommunications fa-

cilities is the right step in ensuring that there will be a

diversity of voices represented in the telecom industry.

Congressman Rush welcomes former Iraqi
POW Specialist Shoshana Johnson to
Capitol Hill.


